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PART 1 

Geopolitics  

of Food and Agriculture 
 
 
 

 



Our changing worldȣ 

 



ȣBut still  some evidences 

 

 

ÅFood is Life 
 

ÅAgriculture for Food 
 

ÅAncestral needȣfor the future  
 
 

 
ÅFood, Human Security and Peace 

 
ÅCommodities and Geopolitics 

 
ÅClimate & Agriculture 

 
 



Demography : The Global Shift 

 

2017 

Feeding 
 220 000  

new people  2050  
9,6 billion 

or 8,6 ou 10,8 ? 

Urbanization 
50% en 2007 
70% en 2050 



Rural-Urban Disparities 

City / Countryside 
Urban and Coastal Dynamics 

Rural Instabilities   

Non-Inclusive Growth 



Hunger, Poverty and War: The Vicious Circle  



 

Access to the Resources 
 
 

FOOD 

Energy 

Water 

Demographic and Economical 
Growths 

Environmental 
 Pressures 

Risks  
 

Shortages 
 

Unrests 
 

Rivalries 
 

Conflicts 
 

Spatial and Social Inequalities 

Lack of Governance 
Soil 



 

 
    
  

Food Imbalances between countries and regions 
. 
 

 

Commerce agricole  
X 3 entre 2000 et 2015  



Geopolitics of Wheat 

Human Consumption / Production = 75% 

Trade/Production = 20 ς 25% 



 

EU 
20% 

Chine 
17% 

India 
12% 

Russia 
9% 

US 
9% 

Top 5 
= 

65 ς 70 % 

Top 15 
= 

95 % 

Top 10 
= 

90 % 



Was Malthus Right ? 
Produce more and better with  less 

 
A new Geopolitics of Food ? 

Dangerous Trends and widening Imbalances 
 

Food Security ? 
Key driver for People and for Nations 

The World (Food) Crisis 



Assessing Real Risks in the World 



 

PART 2 

The MENA Barometer  

A Grain Hyper-Dependency 
 
 
 

 



 

Geohistory of a grain at the heart of power 

-9500 -386 -68 1774-1775 1979 1984 2008-2011 



Around 3 Billion 
 of Consumers in the World 

MENA 
200 kg / per. 

EU 

100 kg/per. 
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MENA Grain Trends  

from  1960 to 2015  (Mt) Source : USDA 

PRODUCTION 

X 3 

CONSUMPTION 

X 6 

IMPORTS 

X 23  ! 

MENA in 2015 
 

35 %  
Of World Cereals Imports  

 

30 % for wheat  

20% for corn  

5 0  M T  p r o d u c t e d  b u t  1 2 0  M T  c o n s u m m e d   

Need to f ind  70 Mt in  the Markets  



Major Wheat Importers  
(In MT, annual average from 2010/11 to 2015/16, from USDA) 

ANMO  
10 countries in the Top 25 ! 



The end of the social contract ? 
 

 
Å Wheat and the Mediterranean Diet 

 
Å Bread is « Life » 

 
Å 30-50% of monthly  budget to food 

expenses 
 

Å Food Subsidies = Buying social stability  
 

Å Inflation, reforms, shortagesȣ 
 

Å ȣuprisings, revolutions 
 

Å « Bread, Freedom and Social Justice » 
 

Å MENA = 30-40 Billion in Food Subsidies 
 

Å But expensive and inefficient system 
 

Å Bread: still  vital product for the security ?  
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EGYPT	:	Domestic	Utilization	and	Production	in	the	21st	Century	(Source:	AMIS)

Product ion Utilizat ion

Imports  

12 MT 

Imports  

6 MT 

13 MT 

22 MT 

6 MT 

9 MT 

68 M 92 M 

P o p u l a t i o n  G r o w t h  

( + 2 4 )  



Wheat in Egypt: from Cold War to Grain Peace ? 
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Million tonnes 

Source: FAO 

The Russian (Wheat) Power 



 

 

ÅBlack Sea and MENA Region : The « Wheat  Momentum  » 

But 3 issues: 
Å Meteorology  
Å Geopolitics & Business  
Å Logistics (Rail Transport)  

 



« Syriaq » : Understanding ISIS Objectives 

WATER  

OIL 

WHEAT 
Strategic and bankable 

Resources 



 

2016: Morocco facing drought  
 

 
 
 

Climate Change and Volatitily  

Managing Drought and Water Scarcity 

Decrease of 80% for Wheat Production 

More Imports, especially from Black Sea 

Resilience thanks to The Moroccan Green Plan  

COP22 & Africa (Food and Agricultural Diplomacy) 



 

 
MED-AMIN  

Mediterranean Agricultural Markets Information Network 

GRAIN Markets 

Å Launched in 2014 following the request of the 

CIHEAM Member Countries.  

 

Å It aims at fostering cooperation and experience 

sharing among the national information systems on 

agricultural markets 

 

Å It is dedicated in a first stage to cereal products 

(wheat, corn, barley, and rice) 

 

Å This network will operate in relation with the 

secretariat of the multilateral initiative AMIS 

(Agricultural Markets Information System) based in 

Rome, with FAO, and with the European 

Commission. 

 



 

PART 3 

Foresight considerations  

in an uncertain future 
 
 
 

 



 

Avoiding  Waste in the Mediterranean  

 
Å Production  

 
Å Food Chain  

 
Å Transport and Logistics  

 
Å Consumption  

 
Å Corruption !  

 
Å Knowledge  

 
Å Biodiversity  

 

 
Integrated 
Approach  

 



 

Water Stress in 2050 

 
 
 

 




